


In telling these stories, the writers have 
liberated themselves. For so many years 
we did not speak about it, even when we 
became free people living in a free society. 
Now, when at last we are writing about what 
happened to us in this dark period of history, 
knowing that our stories will be read and live 
on allows us to feel truly free. These unique 
historical documents put a face on what was 
lost, and allow readers to grasp the enormity 
of what happened to six million Jews — one 
story at a time.

David J. Azrieli, C.M., C.Q., M.Arch.
Holocaust survivor and founder, the Azrieli Foundation
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Who We Are

WHO
WE
ARE

The Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program was 
established by the Azrieli Foundation in 2005 
to collect, publish and share the memoirs and 
diaries written by survivors of the Holocaust 
who came to Canada. We have published 
the stories of over 127 survivor authors. 
These books are read every year by students 
across Canada, and we have provided close 
to 800,000 copies of our award-winning 
memoirs to Canadian educators and students.

Students tell us how important these books 
are to them and how moved they are by the 
authors’ experiences. The memoirs encou-
rage readers to engage thoughtfully and cri-
tically with the complexities of the Holocaust 
by creating meaningful connections with the 
lives of survivors.

Stories bring history to life, and that’s why we 
distribute these memoirs — published in both 
English and French and available as print 
books, ebooks and PDFs — free of charge to 
educational institutions across Canada, as 
well as a limited number of copies of our new 
audiobooks. The books and audiobooks are 
also available for sale online for everyone. 

Our editorial and research staff carefully 
fact-check the accounts and offer readers 
supplementary material, such as glossaries, 
introductions written by experts and maps. 
We also create a variety of bilingual edu-
cational materials, made for and tested by 
the teachers who use these memoirs in their 
classrooms. We are here to make it easier 
for you to bring the subject of the Holocaust 
into your classroom by helping your students 
connect with history through first-person 
stories.

Ben Carniol, author of Hide and Seek: In Pursuit of Justice
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Who We Are Who We Are

Canadian students come from all walks of 
life. Some students may have experienced 
or are currently experiencing some form of 
trauma in their lives. Your students’ diverse 
backgrounds will inform the way you teach 
sensitive subjects.

Studying the Holocaust includes exploring 
themes such as inadequate housing, food dis-
parity, education restrictions and limitations, 
illness and disease, racism and discrimina-
tion, violence and abuse (physical, sexual and 
emotional), death, murder, escaping or fleeing 
dangerous situations, as well as war and other 
significant personal traumas. Students may 
identify with one or more of these themes as 
a result of their own experiences. 

When teaching about subjects such as the 
Holocaust, it is beneficial to approach the 
content with a proactive mindset and to 
embed proper supports into the planning of 
any unit.

Trauma comes in many forms and may not 
always be known or visible. While you do 
not need to be an expert on trauma, here are 
some things you can do as an educator to 
support your students:

TRAUMA-INFORMED

TEACHING

These strategies are essential for some but good for all.
For more information on trauma-informed teaching, explore the following resources:
https://linktr.ee/hsmp

• Know your students

• Be thoughtful about the chosen content 
and methodology

• Be present, available and observant 
throughout the unit of study and beyond

• Foster opportunities for choice, 
collaboration and connection

• Check in frequently with your students 

• Avoid assumptions

• Be prepared with resources

• Bring students safely in and safely out of 
the learning space

• Establish a safe space in the classroom

Although we want as many students as 
possible to read our memoirs, not every 
story will work for every student. Due to the 
traumatic and often horrific nature of the 
authors’ experiences surviving the Holocaust, 
the memoirs contain sensitive material, which 
sometimes includes violence and sexual 
content. It is our policy not to excise these 
passages; we maintain the integrity of the 
survivors’ accounts, editing only for clarity, 
consistency and historical accuracy. 

Our memoirs have been classified by age 
according to content and not by reading 
level. While our books do have a recom-
mended minimum age, there is no upper age 
limit. You are the best evaluator of a memoir’s 
appropriateness. We strongly urge you to use 
discretion and note the age recommendation 
icons alongside each book listed, as well as 
the mature content notice where applicable. 
We also recommend that you read any memoir 
you intend to provide to your students.

Memoirs that are considered 12+ do not 
contain any graphic violence, sexual violence 
or sexual content. Generally shorter and less 
complex than our other memoirs, books in the 
11+ category are perfect for students who are 
ending elementary school or who are starting 
high school, but are also appropriate for older 
readers.

Memoirs that are considered 14+ might have 
some descriptions of graphic violence or 
sexual content. They may be a bit longer and 
have a higher level of complexity than those in 
the 11+ category. The 14+ category is suitable 
for more experienced high school students.

Memoirs that are considered 16+ are usually 
longer and more complex, and might also 
contain descriptions of graphic violence, 
sexual violence or sexual content. We recom-
mend these books to students who are 
about to graduate high school or start post- 
secondary education.

16+

14+

11+

AGE
APPROPRIATENESS

https://linktr.ee/hsmp
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Educational Philosophy
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Who We Are

We connect educators and students across 
Canada to first-hand accounts of Holocaust 
survivors who immigrated to Canada, and 
we provide teachers with the resources 
they need for an individualized approach to 
Holocaust education.

Learning about history through first-person 
stories is a powerful way for students to deve-
lop a multi-layered understanding of:

•	The specific historical, geographical, socio- 
	 logical and political contexts of each story
	 Students realize the enormous multiplicity  
	 and diversity of experiences.

•	The people who lived ordinary lives before  
	 they were disrupted by war and genocide
	 Students see survivors as individuals, rather  
	 than as statistics or victims.

•	The individualized impact of the Holocaust  
	 and its aftermath
	 Students engage in historical empathy and  
	 recognize our shared humanity.

•	Critical thinking about complex and sensi- 
	 tive topics
	 Students develop the capacity to under- 
	 stand contemporary global issues and  
	 debates.

EDUCATIONAL
PHILOSOPHY

SIGNIFICANT DATES
AND CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

There are certain days and months throughout 
the school year when the Holocaust is formally 
acknowledged in a community or global 
context. We encourage you to use these 
times as opportunities to bring the subject 
of the Holocaust into your classroom. Take a 
look to see how they might fit into your long-
range plans for the upcoming school year.

Holocaust Education Week and 
Month
November is Holocaust Education Month, 
with a week early in the month designated 
as Holocaust Education Week. Check with 
your local Jewish Federation to learn more. 

International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day (UN)
>	 January 27, 2025

Yom HaShoah — Holocaust 
Remembrance Day
>	� Wednesday, April 23, 2025 

(sundown), to Thursday, April 24, 
2025* (sundown)

Canadian Jewish Heritage Month
>	 May

CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS

In history and social studies courses, the 
Holocaust can be studied as a way to develop 
historical thinking concepts (historical signi-
ficance, primary source evidence, continuity 
and change, cause and consequence, histori-
cal perspectives, ethical dimensions). It is also 
relevant in courses that cover World War II and 
immigration. Although study of the Holocaust 
most naturally fits into history courses that 
cover this time period, there are many addi-
tional opportunities to cover other areas of the 
curriculum through Holocaust education.

In language and literature courses, the 
Holocaust can be studied through the rea-
ding of a Holocaust survivor memoir. Students 
can explore memoir as a literary genre, deve-
lop oral comprehension skills through a read 
aloud of a memoir (see page 22), participate in 
a text study (such as literature circles) or build 
media literacy skills through propaganda or 
photo analysis activities.

The study of the Holocaust can be brought in 
through other areas, such as humanities, law, 
civics, world issues, ethics, genocide studies 
and general school-wide character education 
initiatives.

See Recommendations by Subject on 
page 28.

* This date is determined based on the Hebrew calendar 
and changes each year on the Gregorian calendar.
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Our tools for educators and professional development opportunities help 
you engage with the history of the Holocaust. Our resources are designed 
to build your knowledge, share best practices in the field of Holocaust 
education and explain our approach to Holocaust education using the 
voices of survivors.

Grade 8 Teacher, Sarah P.
St. Gabriel the Archangel School

At Great Risk is a collection of beautifully written memoirs 
sharing stories of rescue and survival. All three authors 
highlight the risks and challenges that the rescuers 
underwent in order to save their lives. My students are 
always so inspired by the bravery that the survivors 
showed in order to endure systemic genocide, as well as 
the courage of the rescuers to show the moral courage 
to do what so many did not. Meeting Mr. Fishel Goldig, 
one of the incredible Canadian authors featured in the 
anthology, is the highlight. As an educator, I know what 
a privilege this opportunity is given the advancing age of 
the survivors. I truly believe my students will hold on to 
these memories for a lifetime.

Resources for Educators

10
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Resources for EducatorsResources for Educators

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

EDUCATOR TRAINING
IS OFFERED

TRAINING IS 
AVAILABLE FOR

Virtually or in-person

Bilingually 

For 1–2 hours, half-day
or full-day*

Our education team offers complimentary professional develop-
ment to schools or school boards across Canada. 

•	 An overview of our offerings
•	 Implementing any of our Education Programs and  
	 Activities in the classroom
•	 Using our digital resource Re:Collection
•	 The First Step: A Guide for Educators Preparing to  
	 Teach about the Holocaust
•	 Planning a unit of study using our resources
•	 Co-planning and co-teaching

Eng Fr

* Partial funding may be available to 
cover the cost of substitute teachers 
for daytime professional development. 

Grade 6 Teacher
Thames Valley District School Board

As a teacher, I really appreciated the educator focused approach to the 
content. The learning was relevant, easy to follow and very practical. It 
was a safe space to share thoughts and to interact with very complex 
and emotional material... Basically, everyone walked away with something 
they could easily implement in the near future.

EDUCATOR TOOLS

The First Step helps both new and expe-
rienced educators to feel more confident 
teaching about the Holocaust. This guide 
provides educators with reflective exercises, 
trusted resources and tangible takeaways 
and tools for use in the classroom.

The First Step:
A Guide for Educators Preparing to Teach about the Holocaust 

THIS GUIDE COVERS

THE FIRST STEP HELPS YOU ANSWER 
THREE QUESTIONS

1.	 What was the Holocaust?
2.	 Why do I want my students to learn  
	 about the Holocaust?
3.	 How do I safely, respectfully and suc- 
	 cessfully teach my students about the  
	 Holocaust?

For educators who are interested in comple-
ting this guide with support from our education 
team, virtual and in-person teacher training is 
available. To schedule a teacher training, send 
an email to memoirs@azrielifoundation.org.

The First Step can be accessed directly from 
the Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program 
website.

The core content
(define the Holocaust and 
gather a sense of the scope and 
sequence of the Holocaust)

Teaching goals 
(create a learning 
objective)

Methodology
(explore best practices for teaching)

1
The First Step
A Guide for Educators Preparing to Teach 
about the Holocaust

www.memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

mailto:memoirs%40azrielifoundation.org?subject=
https://memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/uploads/newsblogassets/The-First-Step-The-Azrieli-Foundation.pdf
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Resources for the Classroom

We offer diverse educational materials that can be adapted to the needs of your 
classroom based on the age of your students, the subject you teach or the time 
that you have available. Our resources include memoirs, education programs 
and activities, short films and digital tools. Each resource has been thoughtfully 
created to support students learning about the Holocaust. Students will explore 
important themes related to the Holocaust and build their knowledge of the 
historical context of survivors’ stories. 

Our memoirs can be ordered on our website and are available for free as print 
books, ebooks or PDFs. All of our educational materials are available in English and 
French and can be accessed digitally on our website.

RESOURCES
FOR THE
CLASSROOM

14

https://memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/education/educational-materials
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Resources for the Classroom

EDUCATION PROGRAMS
AND ACTIVITIES

Education Programs: These multi-lesson 
units offer a complete program of study on 
the Holocaust, using the stories of survivors 
and covering different themes such as res-
cue, immigration, identity and persecution. 
Each program includes an introduction to the 
Holocaust and is adaptable to the needs of 
your classroom.

Use these educational materials in conjunction with the stories of Canadian sur-
vivors that are available in our memoirs or on our digital resource Re:Collection 
(see page 30). 

Education Activities: These short activities 
are designed to supplement a broader unit of 
study on the Holocaust. Each activity centres 
around one theme or a survivor’s story and 
takes approximately one lesson to complete. 

1At Great Risk: Holocaust Rescue and the Righteous Among the Nations memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Student Name:
Survivor Author’s Name:

Title of Memoir:

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Student Workbook

Education Program
14+

Teacher’s Guide

Seeking Refuge:
Immigration to Canada Before, During 
and After the Holocaust

11+
Education Activity

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org
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Education Program
4 lessons

and an optional 
final assignment

14+

FEATURED ANTHOLOGY

Eva Lang
Three Stars in the Sky
•	 Born in Belgium in 1930
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1974; lived in Netanya, Israel
Separated from their parents when they are 
released from an internment camp in France, Eva 
and her sister are moved from refuge to refuge by 
a clandestine network determined to save Jewish 
children.

David Korn
Saved by Luck and Devotion
•	 Born in Czechoslovakia in 1937
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1965; lives in Halifax, NS
As deportations to Nazi camps begin in Slovakia, 
David’s parents place him and his brother in a 
Lutheran orphanage, where a pastor directs his 
staff to protect Jewish children.

Fishel Philip Goldig
The Survival Story of a Six-Year-
Old Boy
•	 Born in Poland in 1933
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1948; lives in Montreal, QC
When Fishel and his parents escape from a ghetto 
and certain death, a farmer helps them survive in 
his potato cellar, creating an underground bunker. 

If you are interested in Holocaust rescue, 
you might also like these memoirs:

14+

11+

11+

Resources for the Classroom

Available in French
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AT GREAT RISK:
HOLOCAUST RESCUE AND THE RIGHTEOUS 
AMONG THE NATIONS

MATERIALS NEEDED

DURING THIS PROGRAM, STUDENTS WILL

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

•	 Teacher’s guide
•	 Student workbook
•	 Student reflection journal
•	 Short film — Holocaust Rescue and the  
	 Righteous Among the Nations

•	 Final assignment proposal (optional)
•	 Class set of At Great Risk: Memoirs of  
	 Rescue during the Holocaust

•	 Read one memoir on the theme of  
	 Holocaust rescue.
•	 Learn about the historical context of the  
	 Holocaust.
•	 Engage in meaningful discussions with  
	 peers.

•	 Reflect on their personal opinions and  
	 feelings.
•	 Complete a final assignment (optional).

•	 Learn about the Holocaust by discovering  
	 its historical context and understanding  
	 the dynamics of Holocaust rescue.
•	 Learn from the Holocaust by analyzing  
	 forces that shape human behaviour in  
	 times of crisis and by applying this learning  
	 to become responsible global citizens.

•	 Reflect on the value of first-person testi- 
	 monies in remembering and responding  
	 to past events.

1At Great Risk: Holocaust Rescue and the Righteous Among the Nations

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Teacher’s Guide

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Teacher’s Guide

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Education Program
14+

1At Great Risk: Holocaust Rescue and the Righteous Among the Nations

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Student Workbook

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Student Workbook

Student Name:
Survivor Author’s Name:

Title of Memoir:

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Education Program
14+

1At Great Risk: Holocaust Rescue and the Righteous Among the Nations

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Student Reflection
Journal

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Student Name:
Survivor Author’s Name:

Title of Memoir:

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Education Program
14+

Student Reflection
Journal

1At Great Risk: An Education Program on Holocaust Rescue and the Righteous Among the Nations

At 
Great 
Risk
Holocaust Rescue and 
the Righteous Among 
the Nations

Final Assignment 
Proposal

Student Name:
Survivor Author’s Name:

Title of Memoir:

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Education Program
14+

After completing the Education Program, students will recognize that the act of rescue 
during the Holocaust was a rare occurrence due to the extreme risk associated with help-
ing Jews. Students will develop a greater understanding of the complex context in which 
people made decisions that went against the rules of the society they were in and the sig-
nificant outcomes of those decisions.



Education Program
6 lessons

Resources for the Classroom
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FEATURED MEMOIRS

René Goldman
A Childhood Adrift
•	 Born in Luxembourg in 1934
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1963; lives in Vancouver, BC
Eight-year-old René is shuffled between children’s homes and 
convents in France, where he must hide both his Jewish identity 
and his increasing worry about whether his parents are alive.

Judy Abrams
Tenuous Threads
•	 Born in Hungary in 1937
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1949; lives in Montreal, QC
Judy’s mother takes her to a convent, where she must learn to 
pose as a Catholic girl and leave her Jewish identity behind.

Muguette Myers
Where Courage Lives
•	 Born in France in 1931
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1947; lives in Montreal, QC
Muguette and her family flee Paris and find refuge in the 
quaint rural village of Champlost, where they live under false 
identities and are protected by the townspeople.

11+

11+

11+

If you are interested in hidden children, 
you might also like these memoirs:

Available in French

HIDDEN CHILDREN, IDENTITY 
AND THE HOLOCAUST: 
SURVIVING IN THE MARGIN OF THE CATASTROPHE

20

MATERIALS NEEDED

DURING THIS PROGRAM, STUDENTS WILL

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

•	 Teacher’s guide
•	 Student package
•	 Technology for accessing Re:Collection
•	 Re:Collection instructions

•	 Class set of memoirs by Judy Abrams,  
	 Claire Baum, René Goldman, Muguette  
	 Myers, Arthur Ney and Marguerite Élias  
	 Quddus 

•	 Read a memoir and/or use Re:Collection  
	 to explore video clips, memoir excerpts,  
	 photographs and artifacts related to their  
	 assigned authors.
•	 Explore the concept of identity during the  
	 Holocaust.

•	 Analyze primary sources to consider  
	 the context of rising discrimination and  
	 persecution.
•	 Create a timeline or newspaper article.
•	 Reflect on the experience of immigration  
	 to Canada after the Holocaust.

•	 Learn about the Holocaust by discovering  
	 its historical context and understanding  
	 the different survival strategies used by  
	 the Jewish population.
•	� Learn from the Holocaust by understand-

ing the formation and suppression of 
identity during the Holocaust, applying 
this knowledge to the concept of identity 
as a whole.

•	 Develop critical thinking skills through  
	 analysis of primary sources.
•	 Explore the Canadian context by  
	 discovering the process of immigration  
	 after the war and the diversity of  
	 experiences upon arrival in Canada.

1Teacher's Guide memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

HIDDEN CHILDREN,  
IDENTITY AND  
THE HOLOCAUST
SURVIVING IN THE MARGIN 
OF THE CATASTROPHE

Teacher’s Guide

Education Program
11+

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Student Name:
Survivor Author’s Name:

Title of Memoir:

Student Reflection
Journal

Education Program

HIDDEN CHILDREN,  
IDENTITY AND  
THE HOLOCAUST
SURVIVING IN THE MARGIN 
OF THE CATASTROPHE

11+
memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Student Name:
Survivor Author’s Name:

Title of Memoir:

Student Workbook

Education Program

HIDDEN CHILDREN,  
IDENTITY AND  
THE HOLOCAUST
SURVIVING IN THE MARGIN 
OF THE CATASTROPHE

11+

After completing the Education Program, students will understand the variety of ways 
Jewish children experienced the Holocaust in hiding, as well as the value of using personal 
accounts to study this history.

16+



Education Program
Flexible length

Resources for the Classroom
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FEATURED MEMOIRS

11+

Marguerite Élias Quddus
In Hiding
•	 Born in France in 1936
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1967; lives in Longueuil, QC
As Marguerite and her sister struggle to accept their 
separation from their mother, they are taken from 
convents to farms and must learn how to lie about 
their identities to survive. This story is beautifully 
illustrated by the author.

Morris Schnitzer
Escape from the Edge
•	 Born in Germany in 1922
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1947; lived in Montreal, QC,  
	 and Ottawa, ON
Morris escapes Nazi Germany for the Netherlands, 
only to find himself on the run once again when the 
Nazis invade the country. Through Belgium and 
France, through arrests and interrogations, Morris’s 
false identities and quick thinking help him to sur-
vive when he is denied refuge in Switzerland.

11+

11+

Available in French

HEARING HISTORY:
A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR MEMOIR READ ALOUD 

22

MATERIALS NEEDED

DURING THIS PROGRAM, STUDENTS WILL

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

•	 Teacher’s guide
•	 Sample discussion questions
•	 Author background reading 

•	 Language notes and content warnings
•	 Copy of selected memoir
•	 Supplementary visuals

•	 Understand the historical context of the  
	 Holocaust.
•	 Build aural comprehension skills.

•	 Learn to identify features of memoir as a  
	 literary form.
•	 Develop historical thinking concepts.

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Hearing 
History
A Holocaust Survivor 
Memoir Read Aloud

Teacher’s Guide

Education Program
11+

Hearing History: A Holocaust Survivor Memoir Read Aloud

Sample
Discussion
Questions
Choose as many questions as you want to use during your 
class discussion. Adjust questions as needed.

1. Where was the survivor author born? What did you learn about their family life before the  
 Holocaust?
2. When did the survivor author first encounter the Nazis and their collaborators and how did 
 living under Nazi rule change their life? 
3. How did the survivor author survive the Holocaust (e.g., with the help of a rescuer, going into  
 hiding, living under a false identity, moments of luck)?
4. What happened to the survivor author immediately after the Holocaust (e.g., reunited with 
 family, returned home, started to work)?
5. When did the survivor author arrive in Canada? Where in Canada did they settle?
6. Why did the survivor author come to Canada?

1. What themes are prominent in the memoir (e.g., family, education, Jewish life, discrimination/ 
 persecution, violence, politics/war, ghettos/camps, resistance, hiding, escape, rescuers,  
 liberation)?
2. Discuss the title of the memoir — why do you think that title was chosen? How does it   
 represent the story of the survivor author?
3. What was unique or interesting about the way the survivor story was written (e.g., language,  
 literary devices, pacing, sections/chapter lengths, use of dialogue)? Why do you think the  
 author chose to write their memoir this way?
4. Aside from the survivor author and their family, think about another person who was 
 mentioned or played an important role in the story. How did that person respond to the  
 persecution of Jews?   
5. What is antisemitism? What role did antisemitism play in the unfolding of the Holocaust?  
 What examples of antisemitism might we see in modern day?
6. How was reading a memoir different from reading another genre of literature?
7. Why is it important to learn about the Holocaust today?

CONTEXT QUESTIONS

HIGHER-ORDER THINKING QUESTIONS

Hearing History: A Holocaust Survivor Memoir Read Aloud

Language Notes and
Content Warnings 
for In Hiding by Marguerite Élias Quddus

Non-English Terms

Content Warning
Some of the book’s content may be inappropriate for your students. At your discretion, the following content can be 
shortened or skipped to better suit the needs of your classroom.
P – Profanity
AS – Act of antisemitism
V – Violence

Page Term/Phrase Language Definition/Translation
25 “Oy vey iz mir” Yiddish “Oh, woe is me”
42 Mädchen German Girl 
57 Boches French See glossary in book
121 “mayneh beybeleh” Yiddish/English “My baby”

134 “Come, mayneh beybeleh, you too, 
come and kiss dayneh mameleh” Yiddish/English “Come, my baby, you too, come and kiss your mother”

155 “Gott in Himmel! Voss hostu undz 
gemakht?” Yiddish “God in Heaven! What have you done to us?”

162 Quarré-Les-Tombes French Tombes means graves, which scared Marguerite 
168 “Mir kumen on!” Yiddish “We’re coming!”

Page Nature of Content Excerpt
9 P My father didn’t let them say bad words in front of us, especially not “you bastard.”

23 AS, P “Dirty Jew’s dog! Pisses all over the place!”
34 P “Come unplug the crapper!”
36 AS Someone has scribbled “Dirty Jews” on both our metal shutter and the Bieders’.

45-46 V “Then she hits Yvette’s hands with her metal ruler.
46 AS “You’re nothing but a dirty little Yid! Riff-raff!”
57 P “Shut up, you little idiot, you don’t know what you’re saying.”
61 AS, P “Get the hell out of here, dirty Yid!”
67 P “You can’t take a shit here.”

67 V “They beat me, the swine! They beat me, Moishinkeh! They beat me for slipping a little note 
into the pocket of an eleven-year-old child…. They beat me and I’ll never forget it!”

112 V (animal) The butcher sticks the shining blade of his knife into the neck of the howling animal and 
slits her throat. It’s horrible! The blood spurts out into a basin.

120 P “I have to clean your shit!”

163 V (animal) I see the hammer in the old man’s hand. He takes the rabbit and hits it. I run away, far away, 
before the cook finishes it off with her knife.

165 V It’s not true, my father has not been murdered in the Auschwitz concentration camp.

182-184 AS, V “The My Cousin Goldalé section”, which gives details on how people were murdered in 
the Auschwitz camp complex.

•	 Listen to a memoir written by a Holocaust  
	 survivor.
•	 Analyze and compare similar literary  
	 forms (memoir, biography, autobiography  
	 and historical fiction).

•	 Engage in reflective and meaningful  
	 discussion.

After completing the Education Program, students will gain an understanding of the 
Holocaust through the lens of survivor testimony. As the book is read aloud to students, they 
will learn about the value of memoirs as both a literary form and a tool for studying history.
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Education Activity
2 lessons

FEATURED MEMOIRS

Johnny Jablon
A Lasting Legacy*
•	 Born in Poland in 1927
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1948; lived in Montreal, QC
While surviving the brutality of the Nazi camps, Johnny dreams 
of living in Canada, which he imagines as the best country in 
the world. In Montreal, he is surprised at being treated poorly, 
but he soon embraces his newfound freedom.

Marie Doduck 
A Childhood Unspoken*
•	 Born in Belgium in 1935
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1947; lives in Vancouver, BC
During the Holocaust, Marie learned how to survive by her wits. 
An orphan after the war, she creates a new identity for herself 
in Vancouver, struggling to belong while remaining fiercely 
independent.  

Kitty Salsberg
Never Far Apart
•	 Born in Hungary in 1932
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1948; lives in Toronto, ON
An orphan after the war, Kitty dreams of starting anew in 
Canada and continuing her education. When she and her sister 
arrive in Toronto, Kitty must adapt to a very different reality from 
what she envisioned. 

If you are interested in the War 
Orphans Project, you might also 
like these memoirs:

Resources for the Classroom

14+

14+

14+

Available in French

SEEKING REFUGE:
IMMIGRATION TO CANADA BEFORE, DURING 
AND AFTER THE HOLOCAUST 

24

MATERIALS NEEDED

DURING THIS ACTIVITY, STUDENTS WILL

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

•	 Teacher’s guide
•	 Student reading booklet

•	 Student response booklet 
•	� Short film  — Seeking Refuge: Canadian 

Jewish Immigration and the Holocaust

•	� Watch a short film about Canadian 
immigration, the MS St. Louis and the War 
Orphans Project.

•	� Learn about the Holocaust by analyzing 
a primary source — Susan Garfield’s 
wartime diary.

•	� Discover the experiences of nine 
Holocaust survivors who came to Canada 
through the War Orphans Project. 

•	� Develop greater understanding of the 
Holocaust through first-hand accounts. 

•	� Learn about Canada’s response to the 
situation for Jews in Europe before, during 
and after the war. 

•	� Analyze the impact of discriminatory 
immigration policies on the Jews of 
Europe. 

•	� Reflect upon the immigration stories of 
survivors who moved to Canada after the 
war. 

By exploring primary sources and first-hand accounts, students will be encouraged to learn 
about the range of experiences of survivors, both during and after the Holocaust. Students 
will develop a greater understanding of Canada’s role and response during the Holocaust, in 
addition to exploring one way that survivors made their way to Canada after the war.

2Seeking Refuge: Immigration to Canada Before, During and After the Holocaust

2024 MARKS  
THE 85TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
MS ST. LOUIS BEING TURNED AWAY

In May 1939, 937 mostly German Jewish 
refugees boarded a ship in Hamburg, 
Germany, hoping to find a haven from the 
persecution and violence plaguing their 
lives since Hitler rose to power in 1933. 
Cuba, the United States and Canada all 
denied entry to these refugees, indic-
ative of the restrictive and antisemitic 
immigration policies of the time. The 
ship was forced to return to Europe, with 
the refugees landing in Great Britain, the 
Netherlands, Belgium and France, most 
of which was soon to be under Nazi 
occupation. More than 250 of the MS St. 
Louis passengers would end up being 
killed in the Holocaust. View of the MS. St. Louis surrounded by smaller vessels in the port of Hamburg.

United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, courtesy of Herbert & Vera Karliner.

POSTWAR 
IMMIGRATION

In the immediate aftermath of the Holocaust, Canada reconsidered its own discriminatory policies, including 
immigration policies. With reluctance and after nationwide debates, Canada gradually eased its admission 
criteria and adopted a refugee policy that was open to the displaced Jews of Europe. Accepting Jewish 
refugees also served as a solution to the postwar demand for skilled, cheap labour in Canada. Sponsored 
between Canada’s Department of Labour, the Canadian Jewish Congress (CJC)1 and other organizations, 
more than 2,000 Jews were admitted into Canada through an initiative referred to as the Garment Workers 
Scheme, also known as the Tailor Project, or as furriers or milliners. Canadian Jews were also able to sponsor 
European Jews as “close relatives.” Between 1947 and 1949, the CJC worked to bring 1,123 Jewish orphans 
to Canada through the War Orphans Project, to be cared for by Jewish families across the country. In the 
decades following the Holocaust, Canada became home to approximately 40,000 Holocaust survivors. 

1 An advocacy organization and lobbying group for the Canadian Jewish community founded in 1919.

3Seeking Refuge: Immigration to Canada Before, During and After the Holocaust

CLASSROOM  
INSTRUCTIONS

LENGTH
2 lessons (75–90 minutes)

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
To learn about the Holocaust through a wartime primary source (diary) and about Canadian 
immigration policies before, during and after the war using additional primary sources includ-
ing immigration legislation and official government documents. Through studying the MS St. 
Louis, immigration quotas and the War Orphans Project, students will gain an understanding of 
the impact of immigration policies on the Jews of Europe. Using first-hand accounts (memoir 
excerpts), students will focus on the War Orphans Project, one of a few ways that survivors 
made their way to Canada in the postwar years. 

Students will learn from the Holocaust by reflecting on Canada’s response to the Jewish 
refugees in Europe. They will analyze primary sources to better understand the significant 
push and pull factors of immigration during and after the war. In addition, students will bet-
ter understand the way some of Canada’s Jewish communities, which include approximately 
40,000 Holocaust survivors, were established. 

MATERIALS NEEDED
• Internet-enabled tablet or computer
• Student Reading Booklet
• Student Response Booklet

Before you begin teaching about the Holocaust, it is important to reflect on your knowledge, goals and 
methods. To prepare educators and build their confidence in teaching this topic, we have created a 
guide titled The First Step: A Guide for Educators Preparing to Teach about the Holocaust. As you move 
through the material and short activities in The First Step, you will gain familiarity with the core content of 
the Holocaust, reflect on your teaching rationales and consider best practices in how to bring this topic 
into your classroom. We encourage you to explore this guide before beginning any Holocaust education 
activity with your students.

11+

Teacher’s Guide

Seeking Refuge:
Immigration to Canada Before, During 
and After the Holocaust

11+
Education Activity

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence
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Education Activity

* Contains graphic violence

FEATURED MEMOIRS

Helena Jockel
We Sang in Hushed Voices*
•	 Born in Czechoslovakia in 1919
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1988; lived in Halifax, NS
Helena, a young teacher who hopes she can save her students, 
arrives at Auschwitz-Birkenau with them only to realize their 
fates. Brief moments of beauty and kindness accompany the 
unremitting cruelty that defines her life in the camp.

John Freund
Spring’s End
•	 Born in Czechoslovakia in 1930
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1948; lives in Toronto, ON
Thirteen-year-old John is deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau 
with his family. Although he suffers from starvation, at least he is 
with loved ones. Soon after he turns fourteen, he is alone, trying 
to survive the unbearable while desperately holding on to life.

Nate Leipciger
The Weight of Freedom*
•	 Born in Poland in 1928
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1948; lives in Toronto, ON
Eleven years old when the war begins in Poland, Nate grows up 
in the Nazi camps. At Auschwitz-Birkenau, he bonds with his 
father for the first time as they fight for their survival together.

16+

16+

If you are interested in Auschwitz, you 
might also like these memoirs: 

Resources for the Classroom

14+

14+

Available in French

THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE
OF AUSCHWITZ

26

MATERIALS NEEDED

DURING THIS ACTIVITY, STUDENTS WILL

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

•	 Auschwitz activity instructions
•	 Technology for accessing Re:Collection 

•	 Re:Collection instructions  

•	� Read USHMM’s Auschwitz article on their 
online Holocaust Encyclopedia.

•	 Complete a collaborative research task.

•	� Explore the Auschwitz special collection 
on Re:Collection.

•	 Learn from a variety of first-hand accounts.

•	� Gain knowledge of and reflect on the 
experiences of prisoners at Auschwitz.

•	� Build historical empathy skills by engaging 
with multiple survivor testimonies.

•	� Develop media literacy skills by 
researching a survivor’s story on the 
digital resource Re:Collection.

This inquiry-based activity uses survivor testimony to encourage students to gather 
knowledge. Students answer guided research questions that span the range of shared 
experiences at the Auschwitz concentration camp complex: deportation, arrival and selec-
tion, daily life, resistance and death marches.

Amenez vos élèves à réfléchir au vécu des survivants 
d’Auschwitz lors de la Journée internationale dédiée à la 
mémoire des victimes de l’Holocauste.

Le 27 janvier 1945, Auschwitz a été libéré par l’armée 
soviétique. C’est la date qu’ont choisie les Nations 
Unies pour marquer la journée internationale de 
commémoration de l’Holocauste. À cette occasion, le 
Programme des mémoires de survivants de l’Holocauste 
vous encourage à aborder l’histoire du génocide 
avec vos élèves au moyen d’une courte activité 
fondée sur les témoignages de rescapés du complexe 
concentrationnaire d’Auschwitz, accessibles sur notre 
plateforme interactive Re:Collection. Re:Collection est une 
ressource éducative qui permet aux étudiants d’explorer 
différents aspects de l’Holocauste à travers des souvenirs 
de survivants, également appelés « recollections », 
présentés sous forme d’entretiens vidéo, d’extraits de 
mémoires, de photographies et d’artéfacts. Re:Collection 
regroupe les témoignages de plus de 40 rescapés, dont 
plusieurs ont été détenus à Auschwitz.

Un enseignement fondé sur les expériences humaines 
permet d’impliquer les étudiants et de faciliter leur 
appréhension de l’histoire du génocide. Ancrée à une 
compréhension claire du contexte historique, l’étude des 

témoignages amène les élèves à prendre conscience 
de l’extrême diversité des événements vécus durant 
l’Holocauste. Les étudiants tissent ainsi des liens avec les 
survivants quand ceux-ci évoquent leur vie quotidienne, 
avant qu’elle ne soit bouleversée par la guerre et le 
génocide. En saisissant de quelles manières l’Holocauste 
a affecté la vie des rescapés, les étudiants portent un 
regard plus compassionnel sur l’histoire. Pour en savoir 
plus, veuillez consulter notre démarche éducative.

Les objectifs pédagogiques de cette activité consistent à 
acquérir des connaissances sur l’Holocauste et à engager 
une réflexion sur ce qu’ont vécu les déportés dans un des 
sites les plus emblématiques du génocide. 

Dans la mesure où les élèves auront accès à des 
témoignages qui relatent l’extrême souffrance physique 
et psychologique endurée à Auschwitz, nous demandons 
aux enseignants de s’en remettre à leur propre jugement 
quant à la maturité de leurs étudiants et recommandons 
qu’ils soient âgés de 15 ans minimum.

1

The Human Experience of  

Auschwitz

memoirs.azrielifoundation.org

Education Activities

2The Human Experience of Auschwitz

The United Nations has designated January 27 as International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, marking the anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. On this day, the Holocaust 
Survivor Memoirs Program encourages you to reflect on the history of the Holocaust with 
your students, and we offer this short activity as a way to introduce your students to the his-
tory of the Auschwitz concentration camp complex. Students will learn about this signifi-
cant site using Re:Collection, our digital platform. Re:Collection allows students to explore 
the history of the Holocaust using “recollections,” which are pieces of survivors’ stories told 
through video interview clips, memoir excerpts, photographs and artifacts. Of the nearly 
forty survivors featured on Re:Collection, several were prisoners at Auschwitz.

This human-centred learning helps students approach the history of the Holocaust in the 
most effective way. Personal accounts, when carefully grounded in their specific contexts, 
enable students to recognize the multiplicity of stories that make up this historical event. 
Students form connections with survivors when they learn about the ordinary lives they 
lived that were disrupted by war and genocide. And when students study the impact of the 
Holocaust on individuals, they develop historical empathy by understanding how people 
navigated their way through an unprecedented historical situation. Read more about our 
Educational Philosophy.

The pedagogical goals of this activity are to gain knowledge of and to reflect on the lived 
experiences of prisoners at one of the most significant sites during the Holocaust.

Survivor accounts of Auschwitz include discussion of immense suffering and death, so we 
ask teachers to take into consideration the maturity of their students and recommend this 
activity for students ages 15 and up.

Introduce your students 
to the human experience of Auschwitz
on International Holocaust Remembrance Day

4The Human Experience of Auschwitz

CLASSROOM  
INSTRUCTIONS

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
This inquiry-based activity encourages students to participate in knowledge-gathering by pro-
viding guided research questions that span the range of common experiences at Auschwitz: 
deportation, arrival and selection, daily life, resistance, and death marches. In small groups, 
students will research different questions related to this topic and then present their findings 
to the class. As part of a collaborative learning process, each group will contribute an essential 
piece of knowledge, so that the class as a whole develops a fuller picture of this complicated 
site. Your students will learn about the diversity of lived experiences at Auschwitz from a group 
of men and women, some of whom were quite young at the time, who arrived at Auschwitz 
from several different countries.

MATERIAL NEEDED
Each group will need access to an internet-enabled computer or tablet, and the classroom will 
need to be equipped with a screen.

LENGTH
Approximately one class period.

Introduce your 
students to 
Auschwitz with this 
encyclopedia article 
from the United 
States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum.

Play the Re:Collection 
instructional video for 
students.

Allow students time to 
explore Re:Collection 
with the instruction 
to watch the short 
introduction to the 
Holocaust video 
on the menu,and to 
locate the Auschwitz 
Special Collection. All 
of the recollections 
students need to view 
can be found within 
the Auschwitz Special 
Collection.

When all groups are 
finished, ask each 
group to explain 
their answer to the 
research question 
they were given. 
Groups should 
introduce one 
of the survivors 
they encountered 
and present one 
of that survivor’s 
recollections as 
evidence for their 
answer.

Divide students into 
five groups and 
assign each group 
a research question 
and a related list of 
recollections to view. 
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3The Human Experience of Auschwitz

Auschwitz

Auschwitz was a Nazi concentration camp complex 
built between 1940 and 1942 in German-occupied 
Poland. The largest camp complex established by 
the Nazis, Auschwitz contained three main camps: 
Auschwitz I, a concentration camp; Auschwitz II 
(Birkenau), a death camp that used gas chambers to 
commit mass murder; and Auschwitz III (Monowitz), 
which provided slave labour for an industrial 
complex. In 1942, the Nazis began to deport Jews 
from almost every country in Europe to Auschwitz, 
where they were selected for slave labour or for 

death in the gas chambers. In mid-January 1945, 
close to 60,000 inmates were sent on a death march 
to other Nazi camps away from the advancing 
Allied armies, leaving behind only a few thousand 
inmates too weak to travel, who were liberated by 
the Soviet army on January 27, 1945. It is estimated 
that 1.1 million people were murdered in Auschwitz, 
approximately 90 per cent of whom were Jewish; 
other victims included Polish prisoners, Roma and 
Soviet prisoners of war. 

“Most of what I will tell you here I 
experienced personally or saw with 
my own eyes. I will also tell you some 
things that other people told me, and 
rumours that I heard. Yet, having 
finished this memoir, I reflect on the 
fact that long after the survivors, 
including myself, are gone, historians 
will continue to write about the 
Holocaust, especially about Auschwitz. 
But they will never really know 
everything about the camp because 
nobody ever really knew everything 
about Auschwitz.” 

 — Felix Opatowski
2 of 4

AUSCHWITZ

Auschwitz was a Nazi concentration camp complex built between 1940 and 1942 in 
German-occupied Poland. The largest camp complex established by the Nazis, Auschwitz 
contained three main camps: Auschwitz I, a concentration camp; Auschwitz II (Birkenau), a 
death camp that used gas chambers to commit mass murder; and Auschwitz III (Monowitz), 
which provided slave labour for an industrial complex. In 1942, the Nazis began to deport 
Jews from almost every country in Europe to Auschwitz, where they were selected for slave 
labour or for death in the gas chambers. In mid-January 1945, close to 60,000 inmates 
were sent on a death march to other Nazi camps away from the advancing Allied armies, 
leaving behind only a few thousand inmates too weak to travel, who were liberated by the 
Soviet army on January 27, 1945. It is estimated that 1.1 million people were murdered in 
Auschwitz, approximately 90 per cent of whom were Jewish; other victims included Polish 
prisoners, Roma and Soviet prisoners of war. 

Felix Opatowski

Most of what I will tell you here I 
experienced personally or saw with my 
own eyes. I will also tell you some things 
that other people told me, and rumours 
that I heard. Yet, having finished this 
memoir, I reflect on the fact that long after 
the survivors, including myself, are gone, 
historians will continue to write about the 
Holocaust, especially about Auschwitz. 
But they will never really know everything 
about the camp because nobody ever 
really knew everything about Auschwitz.

“

”
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RESEARCH 
QUESTIONS AND 
RECOLLECTIONS

Research question: What did people experience immediately before and during deportation 
to Auschwitz?
View these recollections: John Freund, “Train to Auschwitz”; Anna Molnár Hegedüs, 
“Deportation”; and one more recollection of your choosing that you find by exploring the 
Auschwitz Special Collection.
Hint: as you view these recollections, consider how people experienced the physical, mental 
and emotional effects of these journeys to an unknown destination.

GROUP 1 

GROUP 2 

GROUP 3 

GROUP 4 

GROUP 5

Research question: What happened upon arrival at Auschwitz?
View these recollections: Nate Leipciger, “Selection”; Helena Jockel, “The Selection”; and one 
more recollection of your choosing that you find by exploring the Auschwitz Special Collection.
Hint: as you view these recollections, consider how age affected how people made sense of 
what was happening to them and their families at this strange new location.

Research question: What is a death march? Why did the Nazis force prisoners on death 
marches and what were the conditions prisoners faced during this phase of the Holocaust?
View these recollections: Anna Molnár Hegedüs, “Death March”; John Freund, “Death 
March”; and one more recollection of your choosing that you find by exploring the Auschwitz 
Special Collection.
Hint: Find the definition of “death march” in the glossary by clicking More Info. As you view 
these recollections, consider how this final phase of the Holocaust compared to imprisonment 
in Auschwitz.

Research question: What were the living conditions like in Auschwitz?
View these recollections: Felix Opatowski, “Uprising”; Helena Jockel, “Resistance in the 
Women’s Camp”; and one more recollection of your choosing that you find by exploring the 
Auschwitz Special Collection.
Hint: as you view these recollections, consider how the living conditions in Auschwitz were 
designed to dehumanize the prisoners.

Research question: In what ways did Jewish prisoners try to resist the cruel conditions they 
faced in Auschwitz?
View these recollections: Nate Leipciger, “The Rules of Auschwitz”; Helena Jockel, “Living 
Conditions at Auschwitz”; and one more recollection of your choosing that you find by exploring 
the Auschwitz Special Collection.
Hint: as you view these recollections, consider how risky it was for prisoners to engage in 
resistance activities in Auschwitz.

1 lesson
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Resources for the Classroom

RECOMMENDATIONS 
BY SUBJECT

For rescue and the Canadian connection: 
The Hidden Package by Claire Baum 

For literary devices:  
Traces of What Was by Steve Rotschild

For poetry:
If Only It Were Fiction by Elsa Thon

For ghettos, camps and death marches: 
Gatehouse to Hell by Felix Opatowski  

For primary source material:
In Dreams Together: The Diary of Leslie 
Fazekas by Leslie Fazekas

For narrative writing style:
A Promise of Sweet Tea 
by Pinchas Eliyahu Blitt

For social justice: 
Hide and Seek: In Pursuit of Justice 
by Ben Carniol

Resources for the Classroom

On our website, you can find more 
educational materials:
•	� The Warsaw Ghetto: From 

Persecution to Resistance 
•	 Education Disrupted 
•	� Eva Kuper: A Beacon of Light 
•	 �Author Biography Activities 
	 (14 authors available) 
•	� Activities in partnership with 

IWitness Canada 16+ 16+

16+

14+14+

14+

11+

With a Focus on Social Science With a Focus on Literacy
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Resources for the Classroom Resources for the Classroom
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FEATURED MEMOIRS

Max Bornstein
If Home Is Not Here
•	 Born in Poland in 1921
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1947; lived in Toronto, ON
After a dangerous escape from Nazi-occupied France and 
a dramatic journey across the mountains into Spain, Max is 
arrested and confined in a concentration camp in Mirando de 
Ebro.

Felicia Carmelly
Across the Rivers of Memory*
•	 Born in Romania in 1931
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1962; lived in Toronto, ON
On a dirt floor in the misery of the Shargorod ghetto in 
Transnistria, Felicia manages to continue her education with a 
small group of girls and a teacher. As an adult, she becomes an 
educator in commemorating the tragedy of Transnistria.

Pinchas Gutter
Memories in Focus
•	 Born in Poland in 1932
•	 Arrived in Canada in 1985; lives in Toronto, ON
Ten-year-old Pinchas is deported from the Warsaw ghetto 
to Majdanek and then on to a series of other concentration 
camps. Alone, without his twin sister and his parents, Pinchas 
tries to shut himself off from the terrors surrounding him.

14+

If you are interested in camps, you 
might also like these memoirs:

16+

16+

* Contains graphic violence

RE:COLLECTION

Re:Collection is an educational tool for explor- 
ing the history of the Holocaust through first-
hand accounts of survivors. This innovative 
digital resource combines video interviews 
with memoir excerpts, photos and artifacts, 
and features interactive timelines and maps to 
place survivors’ stories in historical and geo-
graphic context. 

Beginning in 1933 and continuing until the 
end of the war, the Nazis operated thousands 
of camps that imprisoned millions of people. 
The sites were located across Europe and 
included very different types of camps: 
concentration camps intended to detain 
so-called “enemies of the state,” transit 
camps where Jews were gathered before 
being deported, labour camps where prison-
ers became slave labourers and death camps 

FEATURED THEME: CAMPS
or killing centres where the sole purpose was 
mass murder. The most well-known camp 
was Auschwitz, a complex that included a 
concentration camp, a labour camp and a 
killing centre called Birkenau, which was 
established in 1942. Those who were impris-
oned in camps were subject to forced labour, 
starvation, disease and brutal beatings. 

Use Re:Collection in your classroom to help 
students understand the experiences of indi-
vidual survivors and learn about important 
themes in the history of the Holocaust.

There are no graphic images on Re:Collection, 
and the content is appropriate for all students 
mature enough to study the Holocaust.

Access Re:Collection online through the Education section of our website.  
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The Sustaining Memories Project online exhibition highlights the diverse experiences of 
ninety-five survivors through excerpts of their partner-written memoirs. Sustaining Memories 
was created to give interested survivors of the Holocaust the opportunity to “write” their memoirs 
alongside a writing partner and was created in 2011 in partnership with Toronto Metropolitan 
University (then Ryerson University). The online exhibition brings these incredible stories to the 
public for the first time. Available in English only. 

Four Stories from the Warsaw Ghetto shows how four survivors — Pinchas Gutter, Arthur 
Ney, Amek Adler and Elsa Thon — endured death and destruction in the largest Nazi ghetto. 
Although it is impossible to completely convey the horrors of the Warsaw ghetto, with so many 
thousands of stories that will never be told, this exhibit explores the daily struggle to stay alive 
and the different types of resistance taking place, while also commemorating the hundreds of 
thousands of Jews who were murdered.

EXHIBITS

Education Disrupted explores the role of education in the lives of those who experienced the 
Holocaust as children and youth. It looks at the school life of Jewish students, the significance 
of being denied an education, and how Jews resisted persecution and pursued an education 
during the Holocaust. The exhibit also highlights the value of education and the role it played for 
survivors who were rebuilding their lives after the war.

Liberating Our Stories presents first-hand accounts of the moment of liberation for five sur-
vivors. For many, freedom from the Nazi occupation did not mean being free from suffering 
and antisemitism. Survivors often had difficulty leaving their painful pasts behind, and some 
remained silent about what they had experienced. Yet their moments of liberation were the 
beginning of another story. As they restarted their lives after the war, these five survivors gained 
a new sense of freedom through opening up about what they had experienced. 

Available in French
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AUDIOBOOKS

In partnership with Penguin Random House Canada, we’ve produced a series of audiobook 
memoirs by Holocaust survivors. These audiobooks are a powerful and moving new way to 
connect with the stories of survivors and learn about Holocaust history.

COMING IN THE 2024–2025 SCHOOL YEAR 

    • The Hidden Package (Claire Baum)*
    • Where Courage Lives/Les Lieux du courage (Muguette Myers)*
    • Never Far Apart (Kitty Salsberg* and Ellen Foster)
    • Stronger Together (Andy Réti* and Ibolya Grossman)
    • The Weight of Freedom (Nate Leipciger)
    • A Childhood Unspoken (Marie Doduck)*

AVAILABLE NOW

    • Flights of Spirit (Elly Gotz)*
    • A Cry in Unison (Judy Cohen)*
    • Escape from the Edge (Morris Schnitzer)
    • Memories in Focus (Pinchas Gutter)*
    • In Hiding/Cachée (Marguerite Élias Quddus)*

A small number of these audiobooks are available for free to teachers and can otherwise 
be purchased online wherever audiobooks are sold. Contact us if you are interested in our 
audiobooks.

* Narrated by the author
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New Releases

Between the Lines:
The Diary of Margit Kassai

Margit Kassai

Margit Kassai uses her quick thinking and wit 
to survive the Nazi occupation of Budapest in 
1944, the terror of the extremist Arrow Cross 
regime and the Soviet siege of the city until 
the early months of 1945. Jewish by birth 
but a convert to Lutheranism, Margit knows 
this makes little difference to the antisemitic 
officials and manages to elude roundups by 
working in children’s homes under a false iden-
tity. As hunger forces Margit to travel across 
the bombed-out city to look for food and take 

care of the children and those she loves, she 
knows she is always one wrong step from an 
explosion. Margit’s diary, addressed to her 
husband who has been taken away for forced 
labour, is written with a wry self-deprecation, 
an unflinching eye for details and a kindness 
that shines through her own desperation. 
Stuck between the Soviet front and Nazi and 
Hungarian Arrow Cross persecutors, Margit 
asks her husband to read Between the Lines 
of her darkly humorous true story.

About the author 

Margit Kassai was born in Budapest, 
Hungary, in 1909. She and her husband, 
György Tolnai, left Hungary for France in 
1946, where they had a daughter. In 1948, 
Margit immigrated to Canada, settling in 
Toronto until she and her family moved to 
Egypt for two years, where she learned to 
speak Arabic. After moving back to Toronto, 
Margit worked in the Department of Political 
Economy at the University of Toronto for 
many years. Margit Kassai passed away in 
2000. Between the Lines is the translation of 
the Hungarian edition of Margit Kassai’s diary 
and memoir, Óvoda az óvóhelyen, published 
in Hungary in 2020.

NEW
RELEASES

You would expect me to tell 
you about the whole year, and I 
would stand there not knowing 
what to tell. How could I tell it, 
what could I tell, if the biography 
of every single person who has 
come through it alive is a six-
volume adventure story?

“
“

16+



40 41

New Releases

 A Mother to My Mother
Malka Pischanitskaya

It is the summer of 1941, and Malka is ten years 
old. Her small town of Romanov, Ukraine, has 
just been occupied by the Nazis, and the life 
that Malka knew — her Jewish traditions, 
culture and community — is under attack.  
Soon, Malka is faced with unimaginable loss 
as the Nazis and their collaborators brutally 
destroy everything that she holds dear. Malka 
and her mother manage to escape, hiding in 
fields, forests and haylofts as danger forces 
them to continue moving. As Malka relies on 

her faith and instincts to keep herself and her 
mother alive, she finds them refuge with stran-
gers who become like family along the way. 
After  devoting her energy toward caring for 
her mother, Malka must grapple with the com-
plexities of their relationship as she struggles 
to find her place in a world after war. A Mother 
to My Mother is the culmination of Malka 
Pischanitskaya’s decades-long project to tell 
her riveting story of survival through writing 
and art.

About the author 

Malka Pischanitskaya was born in Romanov 
(now Romaniv), Ukraine, in 1931. She 
returned to her town in 1944, after liberation, 
and lived there until graduating from high 
school in 1950. Malka continued her edu-
cation in Zhitomir (now Zhytomyr), earning 
her high school teaching diploma from Ivan 
Franko State University in 1954. She married 
and had two children, living with her family 
in Tashkent and Uzhgorod (now Uzhhorod), 
before immigrating to Vancouver, Canada, 
in 1975. Malka Pischanitskaya lives in 
Vancouver.

NEW
RELEASES

I cannot close my eyes without 
seeing and remembering all that 
I went through.
“ “

16+
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Claire Baum
The Hidden Package
132 pages /            /         /

•	Born in the Netherlands in 1936
•	In hiding with her younger sister with non-Jewish families; includes  
	 drawings and postcards they sent to their parents, who were hidden  
	 separately
•	Arrived in Canada in 1951

Bronia and Joseph Beker
Joy Runs Deeper 
144 pages /            / 

•	Both born in the same town in Poland; Bronia in 1920, Joseph in 1913
•	Descriptive scenes of pre-war Jewish life
•	A couple during the war who escaped from a ghetto together and  
	 were in hiding together
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Tibor Benyovits
Unsung Heroes
192 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1932
•	In hiding and under a false identity; part of a Jewish underground  
	 resistance in Budapest
•	Arrived in Canada in 1962

Pinchas Eliyahu Blitt
A Promise of Sweet Tea*
344 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1931 or 1932
•	Rich descriptions of pre-war Jewish life and culture
•	On the run from the Nazis and in hiding with his family in a forest
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

14+

14+

11+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence |  Available as an audiobook

Available in French

Available in French

Judy Abrams
Tenuous Threads
Eva Felsenburg Marx
One of the Lucky Ones
224 pages /            /

•	Born in Hungary in 1937 (Judy); born in Czechoslovakia in 1937  
	 (Eva)
•	Parallel stories of two children in hiding and surviving under false  
	 identities
•	Both arrived in Canada in 1949

Amek Adler
Six Lost Years
144 pages /            / 

•	Born in Poland in 1928
•	Confined in two ghettos and deported to forced labour and concen- 
	 tration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1954

Ferenc Andai
In the Hour of Fate and Danger
276 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1925
•	Deported to Bor, Serbia, as part of the Hungarian forced labour  
	 service
•	Translated from Hungarian; literary account that includes poetry by  
	 Miklós Radnóti, who was in author’s barracks in the camp
•	Arrived in Canada in 1957

Molly Applebaum
Buried Words: The Diary of Molly Applebaum*
184 pages /            / 

•	Born in Poland in 1930
•	Fled from a ghetto with family, in hiding with a cousin in a barn and  
	 underground with aid of a non-Jewish farmer
•	Wartime diary translated from Polish, with postwar memoir
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

16+

14+

11+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French

Available in French

Available in French


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Tommy Dick
Getting Out Alive* 
96 pages /            /  

•	Born in Hungary in 1925
•	Raised in a family that had converted from Judaism but still targeted  
	 as Jewish during the Holocaust
•	Escaped from a mass shooting at the Danube River in Budapest
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Marie Doduck
A Childhood Unspoken* 
216 pages /          /        /

•	Born in Belgium in 1935
•	In hiding in Brussels
•	Arrived in Canada in 1947

Judy Cohen
A Cry in Unison*
232 pages /            /       

•	Born in Hungary in 1928
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Bergen- 
	 Belsen and a forced labour camp
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Stefan A. Carter
A Symphony of Remembrance
208 pages /

•	Born in Poland in 1928
•	Escaped from Warsaw ghetto; under a false identity, hiding and  
	 passing as gentile in Warsaw
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

14+

14+

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence |  Available as an audiobook



 Available in French

Available in French

Max Bornstein
If Home Is Not Here
328 pages /           /  

•	Born in Poland in 1921
•	Moved with his family to Canada when he was two; returned to  
	 Europe in 1933
•	Escaped from occupied France to Spain and held in an internment  
	 camp
•	Arrived in Canada again in 1947

Sonia Caplan
Passport to Reprieve*
312 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1922
•	Confined in a ghetto; released after obtaining Nicaraguan citizenship  
	 documentation
•	Held in civilian internment camp in Germany and released to  
	 Switzerland
•	Arrived in Canada in 1945, before the end of the war

Felicia Carmelly
Across the Rivers of Memory*
200 pages / 

•	Born in Romania in 1931
•	Deported to Transnistria and confined in a ghetto
•	Arrived in Canada in 1962

Ben Carniol
Hide and Seek: In Pursuit of Justice
240 pages / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1937
•	In hiding in a village in Belgium with a non-Jewish couple
•	Arrived in Canada in 1947

16+

16+

16+

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French
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Elly Gotz
Flights of Spirit
240 pages /           /         

•	Born in Lithuania in 1928
•	�Confined in a ghetto and deported to a subcamp of Dachau concen-

tration camp
•	Arrived in Canada in 1964

John Freund
Spring’s End
136 pages /           /  

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1930
•	Confined in Terezín/Theresienstadt ghetto and concentration camp  
	 and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Susan Garfield
Too Many Goodbyes: The Diaries of Susan Garfield 
256 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1933
•	Survived in Budapest Red Cross house and in hiding with relatives
•	Wartime diary and part of postwar diary translated from Hungarian,  
	 with postwar memoir
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

René Goldman
A Childhood Adrift 
328 pages /           /  

•	Born in Luxembourg in 1934
•	Fled occupied Belgium for France with his parents; hidden in  
	 convent, children’s homes and with non-Jewish families under a  
	 false identity
•	Arrived in Canada in 1963

16+

14+

14+

14+



Available in French

Available in French

 Available as an audiobook

Leslie Fazekas
In Dreams Together: The Diary of Leslie Fazekas
184 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1925
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Austria; forced labour in  
	 Vienna
•	Wartime diary and love letters translated from Hungarian, with  
	 postwar memoir
•	Arrived in Canada in 1956

14+

Margalith Esterhuizen
A Light in the Clouds
124 pages / 

•	Born in Romania in 1927
•	Deported to Transnistria and confined in a ghetto
•	Arrived in Canada in 1989

Anita Ekstein
Always Remember Who You Are
232 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1934
•	Smuggled out from a ghetto by her father; in hiding with non-Jewish  
	 families under a false identity
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

14+

14+

Marian Domanski
Fleeing from the Hunter
224 pages /            / 

•	Born in Poland in 1928
•	Escaped from a ghetto and a transport
•	Under a false identity, worked as a farmhand in different villages
•	Arrived in Canada in 1970

14+ Available in French
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Bronia Jablon
A Part of Me*
160 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1918
•	Escaped from a ghetto with her young daughter; in hiding together  
	 with aid of a non-Jewish blacksmith
•	Includes afterword by daughter she survived with
•	Arrived in Canada in 1967 

Helena Jockel
We Sang in Hushed Voices*
128 pages /           / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1919
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau
•	Arrived in Canada in 1988

Margit Kassai
Between the Lines: The Diary of Margit Kassai
288 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1909
•	Converted to Lutheranism in 1941 but still targeted by Nazi regime
•	�In hiding and under a false identity in Budapest; worked in Red Cross 

children’s homes
•	Written in 1945 and translated from Hungarian
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Jack Klajman
The Smallest Hope*
244 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1931
•	Escaped from Warsaw ghetto; under a false identity, hiding and  
	 passing as gentile in Warsaw
•	Witnessed Warsaw Ghetto Uprising
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French

16+

16+

Rabbi Pinchas Hirschprung
The Vale of Tears
368 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1912
•	Escaped to Soviet-occupied Poland and to China and Japan
•	Written in 1944 and translated from Yiddish
•	Arrived in Canada in 1941

16+

Ibolya Grossman and Andy Réti
Stronger Together
288 pages /          / 

•	Both born in Hungary; Ibolya in 1916, Andy in 1942
•	Separate accounts by mother and son
•	Confined in Budapest ghetto
•	Arrived in Canada in 1957

Anna Molnár Hegedűs
As the Lilacs Bloomed*
256 pages /           /  

•	Born in the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1897
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and a  
	 forced labour camp; escaped from a death march
•	Written in 1945 and translated from Hungarian
•	Arrived in Canada in 1952

Pinchas Gutter
Memories in Focus
192 pages /           /        /  

•	Born in Poland in 1932
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Majdanek and several other  
	 forced labour and concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1985

16+

14+

14+  Available in French

Available in French

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence |  Available as an audiobook





Titles in Print

52 53

Titles in Print

Fred Mann
A Drastic Turn of Destiny*
304 pages /           / 

•	Born in Germany in 1926
•	Escaped to Belgium, France, Portugal and Jamaica
•	Held in an internment camp in Jamaica
•	Arrived in Canada in 1952

Michael Mason
A Name Unbroken
192 pages /           / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1928
•	Forced labour in Hungary and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and  
	 forced labour camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Leslie Meisels with Eva Meisels
Suddenly the Shadow Fell 
176 pages /           / 

•	Both born in Hungary; Leslie in 1927, Eva in 1939
•	Separate accounts by a couple who met and married after the war
•	Confined in ghettos and deported to Austria and Bergen-Belsen  
	 (Leslie); confined in Budapest ghetto (Eva)
•	Arrived in Canada in 1967 (Leslie) and in 1957 (Eva)

16+

14+

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French

Available in French

Available in French

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence |  Available as an audiobook

Michael Kutz
If, By Miracle*
184 pages /           /  

•	Born in Poland in 1930
•	Escaped from a mass shooting and hid in a forest with partisans;  
	 part of an underground resistance group
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Nate Leipciger
The Weight of Freedom*
360 pages /           /        /

•	Born in Poland in 1928
•	Confined in ghettos and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and seve- 
	 ral forced labour and concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Rachel Lisogurski and Chana Broder
Daring to Hope
248 pages / 

•	Both born in Poland; Rachel in 1911, Chana in 1938
•	Separate accounts by mother and daughter
•	Escaped from a ghetto; in hiding with aid of non-Jewish farmers
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Alex Levin
Under the Yellow & Red Stars
208 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1932
•	Escaped from a ghetto and mass shooting; in hiding in a forest
•	Arrived in Canada in 1974

16+

16+

14+

14+

Available in French

Available in French

Available in French



Eddie Klein
Inside the Walls
120 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1927
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and  
	 several forced labour and concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1956

14+
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11+

Marguerite Élias Quddus
In Hiding
256 pages /           /         /

•	Born in France in 1936
•	In hiding in convents and on a farm, under a false identity
•	Includes author’s illustrations in colour, depicting her story
•	Arrived in Canada in 1967

Malka Pischanitskaya	
A Mother to My Mother
168 pages / 

•	Born in Ukraine in 1931
•	Fled from a ghetto; in hiding with her mother
•	Includes full-colour artworks conceptualized by the author
•	Arrived in Canada in 1975

Maya Rakitova
Behind the Red Curtain
112 pages / 

•	Born in Russia in 1931
•	In hiding and under a false identity in Ukraine and in Transnistria
•	Arrived in Canada in 1981

14+

Available in French

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence |  Available as an audiobook

11+

Muguette Myers
Where Courage Lives
168 pages /           /        /

•	Born in France in 1931
•	In hiding in a village with her family, under false identities
•	Arrived in Canada in 1947

David Newman
Hope’s Reprise 
192 pages / 

•	Born in Poland in 1919
•	Deported to several forced labour and concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1951

Felix Opatowski
Gatehouse to Hell*
216 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1924
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to a forced labour camp,  
	 Auschwitz-Birkenau and several concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1949

Arthur Ney
W Hour
240 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1930
•	Escaped from a ghetto; under a false identity, worked in countryside  
	 and was also sheltered in an orphanage
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

16+

14+

14+

Available in French

Available in French

Available in French

 Available as an audiobook 



Leslie Mezei with Magda Mezei Schwarz, Klari Mezei Noy and 
Annie Wasserman Mezei
A Tapestry of Survival 
192 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1931
•	Survived in Budapest under a false identity
•	Separate accounts by author’s two sisters and his wife after the war
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

14+
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Kitty Salsberg and Ellen Foster
Never Far Apart
208 pages /           /         / 

•	Both born in Hungary; Kitty in 1932, Ellen in 1935
•	Separate and interwoven accounts by sisters
•	Confined in Budapest ghetto
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Morris Schnitzer
Escape from the Edge
196 pages /            /         / 

•	Born in Germany in 1922
•	Sent on a Kindertransport to the Netherlands; later fled to Belgium  
	 and France under a false identity
•	Joined a resistance group in Belgium and the American army as an  
	 interpreter
•	Arrived in Canada in 1947

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence |  Available as an audiobook 

Available in French

 Available in French11+

Paul-Henri Rips
E/96: Fate Undecided
160 pages /           / 

•	Born in Belgium in 1929
•	Interned in France and in Belgium
•	In hiding and under a false identity
•	Arrived in Canada in 1997

Steve Rotschild
Traces of What Was
144 pages /           / 

•	Born in Lithuania in 1933
•	Confined in a ghetto; in hiding during deportations
•	Escaped from ghetto to forced labour camp with his mother 
•	Arrived in Canada in 1956

Martha Salcudean
In Search of Light 
232 pages / 

•	Born in Romania in 1934
•	Confined in ghettos and deported to Bergen-Belsen with her family
•	Released to Switzerland before war’s end
•	Arrived in Canada in 1976

Judith Rubinstein
Dignity Endures*
192 pages / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1920
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau and  
	 concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

14+

14+

14+ Available in French

Available in French



Henia Reinhartz
Bits and Pieces
112 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1926
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau, Bergen- 
	 Belsen and a forced labour camp
•	Arrived in Canada in 1951

Betty Rich
Little Girl Lost
256 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1923
•	Escaped to Soviet-occupied Poland and deported to the  
	 Arkhangelsk forced labour camp in Siberia
•	Arrived in Canada in 1949

14+

14+

Available in French

Available in French
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Margrit Rosenberg Stenge
Silent Refuge
272 pages /            /

•	Born in Germany in 1928
•	Escaped to Norway; in hiding with her family
•	Escaped to Sweden with her family
•	Arrived in Canada in 1951

George Stern
Vanished Boyhood
184 pages /            /

•	Born in Hungary in 1931
•	Survived in Budapest under a false identity
•	Arrived in Canada in 1970

14+

Available in French

Available in French

Rachel Shtibel
The Violin*
Adam Shtibel
A Child’s Testimony 
276 pages /           / 

•	Both born in Poland; Rachel in 1935, Adam in 1928
•	Separate accounts by couple who met and married after the war
•	Escaped a ghetto with her family; in hiding together (Rachel) 
•	Under a false identity (Adam)
•	Arrived in Canada in 1968

Maxwell Smart
Chaos to Canvas
240 pages / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1930
•	Escaped from a deportation; in hiding in a forest
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Zsuzsanna Fischer Spiro
In Fragile Moments
Eva Shainblum
The Last Time
176 pages / 

•	Both born in Hungary; Zsuzsanna in 1925, Eva in 1927
•	Parallel stories of teenagers in the Nazi camp system
•	Both confined in ghettos and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau
•	Arrived in Canada in 1957 (Zsuzsanna) and in 1948 (Eva)

Gerta Solan
My Heart Is at Ease
208 pages / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1929
•	Confined in Terezín/Theresienstadt ghetto and concentration camp  
	 and deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau
•	Arrived in Canada in 1968

16+

14+

14+

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French

Joseph Schwarzberg
Dangerous Measures
248 pages /            / 

•	Born in Germany in 1926
•	Escaped to Belgium and France, under a false identity
•	Joined the French Resistance
•	Arrived in Canada in 1968

Zuzana Sermer
Survival Kit
192 pages /            / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1924
•	In hiding during deportations and escaped to Hungary; under a false  
	 identity, held in internment camp
•	Arrived in Canada in 1968

14+

14+

Available in French

Available in French
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Leslie Vertes
Alone in the Storm 
192 pages /           / 

•	Born in Hungary in 1924
•	Survived in Budapest under a false identity
•	Sent to Soviet forced labour camps after the war
•	Arrived in Canada in 1957

Anka Voticky
Knocking on Every Door 
192 pages /           / 

•	Born in the Austro-Hungarian Empire in 1913
•	Escaped with her family from Czechoslovakia to China; confined in  
	 a ghetto in Shanghai
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

14+

14+ Available in French

Available in French

William Tannenzapf
Memories from the Abyss
Renate Krakauer
But I Had a Happy Childhood
176 pages /            /  

•	Both born in Poland; William in 1911, Renate in 1941
•	Separate accounts by father and daughter
•	Confined in a ghetto; escaped and in hiding (William)
•	In hiding with a non-Jewish family (Renate)
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

Agnes Tomasov
From Generation to Generation
240 pages /           / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1930
•	In hiding with her family in a forest
•	Arrived in Canada in 1968

Joseph Tomasov
From Loss to Liberation
216 pages / 

•	Born in Czechoslovakia in 1920
•	Confined in a forced labour camp
•	Joined Slovak National Uprising resistance movement
•	Arrived in Canada in 1968

Elsa Thon
If Only It Were Fiction
304 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1923
•	Confined in ghettos; escaped and joined a youth underground  
	 movement
•	Under a false identity; discovered and deported to forced labour  
	 camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1980

16+

14+

14+

14+

Available in French

Available in French

Available in French

Ann Szedlecki
Album of My Life
240 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1925
•	Escaped to Soviet-occupied Poland and deported to the Ust- 
	 Kamenogorsk forced labour camp in Siberia
•	Arrived in Canada in 1953

Willie Sterner
The Shadows Behind Me*
256 pages /           / 

•	Born in Poland in 1919
•	Confined in a ghetto and deported to forced labour and concentra- 
	 tion camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1948

16+

14+

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French

Available in French
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Before All Memory Is Lost:  
Women’s Voices from the Holocaust*
606 pages /           / 

•	Twenty short narratives, including poems and diaries, recount  
	 women’s wartime experiences in hiding, passing under false identi- 
	 ties, in camps and in the Soviet Union
•	Introduction and section forewords by editor Myrna Goldenberg

Confronting Devastation:  
Memoirs of Holocaust Survivors from Hungary
488 pages / 

•	Excerpts from twenty-two accounts by Hungarian Holocaust sur- 
	 vivors curated into sections on pre-war life, forced labour battalions,  
	 camps, survival in Budapest and liberation
•	Introduction and section forewords by editor Ferenc Laczó

At Great Risk:  
Memoirs of Rescue during the Holocaust
416 pages /           / 

•	Three short memoirs by survivors Eva Lang (France), David Korn  
	 (Slovakia) and Fishel Philip Goldig (Poland) about different expe- 
	 riences of hiding and rescue, connected by the theme of Righteous  
	 Among the Nations
•	Includes section of short rescue stories from thirteen previously  
	 published Azrieli Foundation authors

16+

16+

14+

Anthologies

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence

Available in French

Available in French

Sam Weisberg
Carry the Torch*
Johnny Jablon
A Lasting Legacy*
256 pages /           / 

•	Both born in Poland; Sam in 1927, Johnny in 1926
•	Parallel stories of teenagers in the Plaszow forced labour camp
•	Both deported to several forced labour and concentration camps
•	Arrived in Canada in 1959 (Sam) and in 1948 (Johnny)

14+ Available in French

* Contains sexual content and/or graphic violence



SHARE THE EXPERIENCE
The Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program exists to share 
these stories. To learn more about the many authors and their 
memoirs, visit memoirs.azrielifoundation.org
or email memoirs@azrielifoundation.org.

TO ORDER BOOKS, VISIT 
memoirs.azrielifoundation.org/education/memoirs

facebook.com/azrielimemoirs

instagram.com/azrielimemoirs

ABOUT THE AZRIELI FOUNDATION
For more than  thirty years, the Azrieli Foundation has quietly 
funded institutions as well as operated programs on the 
ground. The Foundation supports Holocaust education, 
scientific and medical research, music and the arts, higher 
education, youth empowerment and school perseverance, 
architecture and quality of life initiatives for people with 
developmental disabilities.

www.azrielifoundation.org
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